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FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 

Hello everyone. I hope you are all doing as well as 
can be in these difficult circumstances. It was good to 
touch base with some children and parents who were 
picking up work packs at school.  
 
Parents you are doing a fantastic job of guiding your 
children through new frontiers (Star Trek) at the 
moment. We do not expect you to be teachers! Guide 
your children through as best you can and that is all 
we can ask of you.  
 
Our teachers start the day with a Webex staff link up 
with School Leadership where we can discuss issues, 
new technology, and aspects of Google Classroom. 
Fairly soon all children will be able to link in with their 
teacher and classmates through Google Chats which 
will make a big difference to their demeanour. 
Currently the Year 3-6 children have this capability 
and the Juniors are trying it in the coming days.  

Mr Bach trying to gain control on yard duty! 

 
I hope like me everyone can look back at where we 
started from and wonder at how far we have come 
with our technology skills in such a short time. Like 
everybody else I can’t wait to get back to some 
normality. 
 
I thought the article below would help ease parent’s 
peace of mind a little. 
 

An excerpt from the Dojo Mrs Ward sent out: 
 
Chris Atkinson spent two years persuading his 
teenage son he needed to be at school to learn, 
and just when he agreed, COVID-19 happened. 

Key points: 

 Schools in Christchurch, New Zealand, were 
closed for weeks following the 2011 
earthquakes and did not have access to 
online learning available now 

 Student results actually went up in the final 
exams and high school students did not drop 
out 

 Education expert Professor John Hattie says 
Australian students could lose a whole term 
out of the school year without falling 
significantly behind international counterparts 

 

The dad from Queensland's Sunshine Coast is 
among many concerned their child might fall behind 
or disengage with schools only open for supervision 
to essential workers and vulnerable students in term 
two. 

 

SCHOOL CONTACT INFORMATION: 
Sentral parent portal:  http://sentral.cheltenhameast.vic.edu.au/portal 

Flexibuzz App, email cheltenham.east.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Please contact your teacher each day your child is sick and cannot participate in online learning, giving child’s 

name, grade, reason & date of absence 
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But John Hattie, a leading educator and Australian 
Institute for Teaching and School Leadership (AITSL) 
chairman, has good news for parents like Mr 
Atkinson. 

Laureate Professor John Hattie says students will 
recover quickly from the COVID-19 crisis.   
 
Professor Hattie was the adviser for the New Zealand 
Qualifications Authority that oversaw school 
examinations after the devastating Christchurch 
earthquakes of 2011. 
Schools were closed for weeks and most students did 
not have the opportunity for online learning or 
discussion with teachers. 

But results did not suffer and high school students did 
not drop out. 

"The students' performance actually went up in the 
final exams," Professor Hattie said. 

He said the difference was teachers focused on "what 
has to be learned" instead of getting through a lot of 
curriculum. 

Coronavirus update: Follow the latest news in our daily 
wrap. 

 

Question and Answers 
 
Q: My child says they have finished all the tasks, 
and it is only 10:30am?  
 
A: Teachers will be reminding students that learning 
is not a race. We expect a high standard, as if they 
were in the classroom. As we enter our third week of 
online learning, teachers’ expectations will be greater.  
 
Students are to look at their Google classroom 
timetable and follow this to see the order of learning. 
Then using their online platform to follow more 
detailed instructions for that particular lesson. 
Teachers are starting to use Google Chats, which the 
children are really enjoying, so they can connect 
virtually with the children however there are strict 
protocols around these sessions which staff, children 
and parents need to be aware of. (Mrs Ward sent 
these out on Dojo on April 21.) Some families are 
using timers so that their children become more 
aware of how much time is needed for these activities.  
 
Q: I work full-time at home, how can I be 
expected to do this and sit beside my child to 
help them do their work?  
 
A: We recognise that in the home environment there 
are many challenges that parents are facing as their 
children learn from home. Younger children, in 
particular, will require a great deal of supervision, just 
as they would in a classroom setting.  

Each family’s needs will be different. We recommend 
that those tasks that you find require a great amount 
of your personal time, be completed at a time that 
suits you. This might happen to be on the weekend. 
Of course, there may be extenuating circumstances 
that make it impossible for students to complete 
tasks.  
 
Please remember that no one expects you to be a 
teacher or subject matter expert. The most important 
thing you can do is continue to provide routine, 
support and encouragement to your child. Each 
family’s needs and therefore routines will be different. 
We acknowledge that some types of tasks may be 
difficult for your family to complete.  
 
Q: How will teachers track the learning of my 
child?  
 
A: Teachers are able to see what students are 
completing through the work (and its standard) that is 
submitted on the online platform. Teachers track the 
learning of each child using a variety of methods 
however they will not be checking every piece of work 
the child does. 
 
Q: Are there consequences for students who 
don’t complete tasks set by teachers?  
 
A: As mentioned previously it will be difficult for some 
families to complete all set tasks. This is understood 
by our teaching team. We appreciate any efforts 
made by our students to undertake the learning. Don’t 
feel like you have failed just because the children did 
not complete all tasks! 
  
Q: Will teachers be assessing my child while we 
are Home Learning? Will there be reports issued 
this term?  
 
A: Cheltenham East Primary School uses a range of 
assessment tools to gauge the capabilities of our 
students, including Essential Assessment. Our 
teachers would like to continue using some of these 
tools, but we are still waiting to receive confirmation 
from the Department about what assessment and 
reporting will look like this term.  
 
Q: How will the social needs of my child be met?  
 
A: This is a very difficult time for us all, and we are all 
missing social interactions with our families, friends 
and colleagues. Social isolation is just that, and it is 
hard. In the meantime, we are working on some other 
ideas, using our existing online platforms where we 
can facilitate socialisation which the Department 
approve.  
 
We are aware that some parents are utilising private 
social media platforms so that their children can 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-04-17/john-hattie-laureate-professor-1/12154392
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-04-17/john-hattie-laureate-professor-1/12154392
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2011-02-22/multiple-deaths-as-quake-strikes-christchurch/1952772
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2011-02-22/multiple-deaths-as-quake-strikes-christchurch/1952772
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-04-22/coronavirus-update-australia-uk-death-toll-donald-trump-new-york/12170518
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-04-22/coronavirus-update-australia-uk-death-toll-donald-trump-new-york/12170518
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connect with their peers. Please note, the school 
cannot endorse or recommend a platform.  
 
Q: Why is the school NOT using Zoom for virtual 
classes?  
 
A: Teachers are to remain offsite which limits their 
ability to truly mimic classroom conditions. We are 
using Google Chats for the interaction of teachers and 
students at the moment. It is important that we meet 
Department requirements and protocols and follow 
guidelines, and most importantly Child Safe 
Standards. This means that we are proceeding very 
cautiously in this area. Zoom has a number of privacy 
concerns and the Department is stipulating that 
schools not use it as a platform. 
 
Q: How will teachers communicate with my child 
during learning time?  
 
A: Students in Foundation to Year 6 will all use the 
Google Classroom platform to access their learning.  
These platforms will be used by teachers and 
students. Students will be able to communicate with 
their teacher between 9 and 2:30pm. Students are to 
contact their teachers via the Google Classroom 
platform and Google Chats if they have any questions 
or concerns about their learning. They will also be 
asked to upload images of learning so that teachers 
are able to see what the students are doing, and 
provide written feedback. Some teachers are also 
experimenting with voice recordings as a way of 
providing feedback.  
 
Teachers will work towards delivering some aspects 
of lessons via video recordings using tools such as 
YouTube as we develop our technological skills. 
Parents are asked to use Class Dojo not Google 
classroom if they have any issues or questions for 
teachers. 
 

TAKE CARE 
 
If ever there was a time to be flexible and adaptable it 
is right now! There are bound to be challenges along 
the way. We have to be flexible when things don’t 
quite go to plan. Please don’t compare yourself to 
other families or other schools. Everyone is working 
hard to do what is best for our students. Be kind and 
grateful to each other. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CYBER SAFETY 
 

 
As a school we are very pro-
active with ensuring technology is 
being used in the right way so the 
following are some tips for 
parents to follow to ensure their children are following 
expectations: 
 

 If your child comes to you for assistance on an 
online encounter they’ve had, try not to be 
judgmental; regard it as a learning experience 

 

 Be sure to set a good example yourself, and 
ensure that older siblings or other adult influences 
in your child’s life promote appropriate use of the 
internet 

 

 Take the time to teach your child effective conflict 
management skills, and what actions they can 
take if someone confronts or antagonises them 

 

 Be an ongoing resource in helping your child to 
consider the potential consequences of their 
online actions, not just for themselves but for 
others (remember, children don’t have fully 
developed frontal lobes – which is the part of the 
brain responsible for consequence anticipation – 
so this can be challenging for them to do on their 
own) 

 

 Educate your child on the importance of privacy, 
and keeping their personal information secure 

 

 Explain red-flag behaviours in a way that young 
kids can understand; you might tell them that 
chatting to other players about the game publicly 
within the game is okay, but to tell you if anyone 
ever messages them privately or asks for offline 
contact 

 

 Check privacy and location settings, use parental 
controls, configure your home computer’s 
browser search settings, and familiarise yourself 
with how to make complaints about offensive 
content 

 

 While it might be tempting to use spyware or 
surveillance apps, it’s best to try and nurture 
mutual trust between you and your child so that 
they don’t go to extra effort to hide things from 
you. 
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ANZAC DAY   
 
We will present some ANZAC 
videos to the community from 
myself and our school captains to 
commemorate ANZAC day. 
 
Different ways to remember the fallen: 
 
1.Light Up The Dawn  
 
Australians are being called upon at 6am on Anzac 
Day Saturday April 25 to stand at the end of their 
driveways, balconies or in their living rooms while a 
brief service is streamed by the RSL.  
 
2. Community Ode  
 
Record a video of yourself reciting The Ode, or share 
a message of support for veterans on your social 
media.  
  
3. Tune In To Live Services  
 
This includes the 5.30am service from the Australian 
War Memorial in Canberra. There will also be a 10am 
virtual and streamed service (closed to the public) 
from the Anzac Memorial in Sydney that will be 
broadcast live.  
 
4. Reach Out To A Mate  
 
There are plenty of Australians feeling very alone at 
the moment and ANZAC DAY would be the perfect 
day to pick up that phone and call a mate or a veteran 
and see how they are doing. 
 
5. Donate to the ANZAC Appeal 
 
Donations support Australian veterans and their 
families in need. 
 

For the Fallen   BY LAURENCE BINYON  

 

With proud thanksgiving, a mother for her children, 
England mourns for her dead across the sea. 
Flesh of her flesh they were, spirit of her spirit, 
Fallen in the cause of the free. 
 
Solemn the drums thrill; Death august and royal  
Sings sorrow up into immortal spheres, 
There is music in the midst of desolation 
And a glory that shines upon our tears. 
 
They went with songs to the battle, they were young, 
Straight of limb, true of eye, steady and aglow. 
They were staunch to the end against odds 

uncounted; 
They fell with their faces to the foe. 
 

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old:  
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 
At the going down of the sun and in the morning 
We will remember them. 
 
They mingle not with their laughing comrades again;  
They sit no more at familiar tables of home; 
They have no lot in our labour of the day-time; 
They sleep beyond England's foam. 
 
But where our desires are and our hopes profound,  
Felt as a well-spring that is hidden from sight, 
To the innermost heart of their own land they are 

known 
As the stars are known to the Night; 
 
As the stars that shall be bright when we are dust,  
Moving in marches upon the heavenly plain; 
As the stars that are starry in the time of our 

darkness,  
To the end, to the end, they remain. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Thought For The Week 

 
 
WAYNE BACH 
Principal 
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CEPS KIDS ARE FRIENDLY KIDS 

 
This term we are working on RESPECT 

 

and next week we are looking at Being a Good Winner  

 
Whatever age you are, playing games is a great pastime. There are a whole range of 
games we play, from footy to cards, and while it is always good to do your best it should 

always be done in a fair and friendly way.   
 

Winning is great fun but we should remember that we need to win in a way that keeps our 
friends and promotes others’ respect for us. Celebrate our successes but do it in a way 
that does not offend or hurt others. At all times play fairly. Give others a go and stick to 

the spirit of the rules. In the end, the game should be fun for all, win, lose or draw. 
 

Do 
 Keep smiles and celebrations low-key. 

 Comment on good players but do not overdo it. 
 Always try hard even if you are winning. 
 Thank others for the game. 

 Give others a go. 
 

Don’t 
 Don’t boast about your ability or victory. 
 Don’t comment on how far behind the others are. 

 Don’t point out where the others are going wrong. 
 Don’t act happy about others’ mistakes. Eg don’t clap or laugh at poor shots. 
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CSEF (Camps Sports and Excursions Fund) Applications 

REMINDER 

The Camps, Sports & Excursion Fund (CSEF) Levy is available to parents who hold a Healthcare Card to 
help with the cost of camps, sports, incursions and excursions. 
 
The applicant must be a parent/carer (of the relevant student) who is on the first day of term one (28 
January 2020) or the first day of term two (14 April 2020) an eligible beneficiary of either a Centrelink 
Health Care Card or a Pensioner Concession Card.  
 
The CSEF is paid directly to the school and allocated towards these expenses for your child. Application 
forms are available via the link below.  
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/Pages/csef.aspx  
 
If your family circumstances have changed and you are now eligible according to the above criteria, 
please complete an application form and email it to the school at 
cheltenham.east.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au. Applications close at the end of Term 2 so please ensure you 
complete and return your application as soon as possible to ensure timely processing. 
 
(If you applied for the CSEF in 2019, it is not necessary to complete a new application for 2020 – your 
application has already been processed using your previously provided details.) 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/Pages/csef.aspx
mailto:cheltenham.east.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

