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FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 
I want to thank you all for your continued support of 
the staff and school community as we navigate 
together through these uncertain times. There has 
been much speculation in recent days of when 
schools may resume their normal working conditions. 
I have received no official word on any end to the 
current online/remote learning that is currently 
operating. As has been our practice throughout the 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, we will inform 
you when we have information. 
 
We are now into our third week of online/remote 
learning. It is certainly pleasing to hear positive 
feedback from parents about how well this transition 
has progressed. There have been problems along the 
way, some we could address, others, beyond our 
control and this was the way it panned out. There 
have been connection issues, device issues and 
protocol issues but thanks to the hard working staff 
we have here most of those have been resolved in a 
timely manner.  
 
The staff worked incredibly hard in preparation for the 
transition. They modified curriculum and delivery 
methods and learnt how to use different platforms. 
They had to do this without actually knowing just how 
teaching would look, and work, when students are not 
actually sitting in front of them. The amount of 
knowledge everyone has learned in a short time has 
been absolutely spectacular.  
 
Teachers have also grappled with the question of how 
much work to set. Classroom teaching is one thing but 
remote learning is quite another. The first week has 
seen feedback from parents varying from too much to 
too little work set. Staff have also found that students 

who completed work easily in normal classes are 
working more slowly and those who struggled to 
complete the work in class are now finishing ahead of 
time. It is a different environment and all participants 
are becoming accustomed to the new working 
conditions and in the coming days/weeks adjustments 
will be made.  
 
There have been numerous mentions in the media 
around parents feeling overwhelmed at having to 
teach their children. We are not asking you to do this. 
You are there to support the children by providing 
them an environment that is conducive to work in. 
Yes, check in to see how they are going as you would 
normally do but you are not expected to do the 
teaching. If students have questions they need to 
communicate with their class teacher through Google 
Classroom. 
 

ANZAC Service 
 
It was hard dragging myself out of bed at 5.45 in the 
morning to do a driveway service in our little court. 
There were three or four families who did the same 
thing which was inspiring. “The Last Post” always 
gives me goose bumps and so it proved again. I hope 
all families commemorated ANZAC Day in some way 
to remember our war heroes. 
 
A huge thank you to Josh Bourke for putting together 
some ANZAC clips for families to watch. I must say 
that it was quite a strange feeling talking about 
ANZAC Day without an audience. Thank you also to 
our brilliant School Captains Abbey, Charlie, James 
and Lara who put together their contributions and sent 
them in so everyone could understand a little more 
about the different aspects of ANZAC Day. 

 

SCHOOL CONTACT INFORMATION: 
Sentral parent portal:  http://sentral.cheltenhameast.vic.edu.au/portal 

Flexibuzz App, email cheltenham.east.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Please contact your teacher each day your child is sick and cannot participate in online learning, giving child’s 

name, grade, reason & date of absence 
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Thankyou also to Mrs Ward and Mrs Pendlebury who 
helped out. 

 
Teacher Contact 
 
Communication - please understand that teachers are 
available for assistance during normal working hours 
only. During the school day, as would occur with 
actual face to face teaching, they will be in Google 
Classroom throughout the day and will only respond 
to those students when in class. Parent response will 
be done through Dojo and also should be done in 
normal schools hours. Teachers will respond when 
they are able. 
 

Attendance  
 
Through this remote/online learning period we are still 
required to mark student attendance. We are doing 
this by asking students to check in with the teacher 
each morning and type a comment if they wish. Class 
teachers will also mark their own class rolls through 
students interacting with them during their Google 
Classroom sessions. By using Google Meet the 
teachers and the children have been able to interact 
by chatting, asking questions and having some fun. 
Year 1 has started their chats this week with 
Foundation to follow soon. 
 

Safety Ramp 
 
A safety ramp will be built at from the top of the oval 
down to the grass as a safe way to get down there. At 
the moment the path is too steep and dangerous for 
the children to walk or run down. The ramp will give 
wheel chair access down to the oval for children with 
disabilities. Work will commence shortly. 
 
Kingston council are fixing the raised footpath on 
Coolac St so it is not a trip hazard anymore. The tree 
roots had lifted the path and made tripping an issue. 
We have also cut down and removed a tea tree  near 
the hall which was leaning dangerously. 
 

Virtual Tour 
 
Mr Bourke, Mrs Ward and myself are putting together 
a virtual tour on our website for prospective parents 
over the next couple of days. We will be talking about 
the programs being offered, our wonderful staff and 
the resources and facilities we have here. This is 
going to be hard to do without children here but we 
think we can make it work. We are expecting to pick 
up best cinematography and editing from the Oscars 
next year!  
 

Family Wellbeing 
 
It is certainly a difficult time for many people at the 
moment and to help you through Covid19 Mrs Ward 

has put together some health and wellbeing 
resources and contact numbers on our web page for 
parents to use if needed. You are not alone in facing 
the issues during this Pandemic. If you are struggling 
please use these resources or pick up the phone to 
find the appropriate help you may need. 
 

Remote School Council 
 
School Council met remotely on Wednesday night for 
our meeting. Office bearers were nominated and 
elected for 2020. Congratulations to Ange Berry who 
was elected President, Hayley Rodgers who was 
elected vice president, Glen Forster who was elected 
treasurer and Sue Chase who was elected Secretary. 
They will do an excellent job of representing the 
school community this year as office bearers. 
 
 

Changes to regular School Actions 

Annual Implementation Plans (AIP) mid-year 

monitoring – has been amended to a light-touch 
approach, with a focus on transition to remote 
learning. A modified template is under development 
and will be provided to schools via your Senior 
Education Improvement Leader by 5 May. 

Annual Report to the school community – 
legislated due date extended from 30 April to 30 
August 2020. 

School reviews – those schools scheduled for Term 
2, 2020 will be reallocated to a future date 

The Student Attitudes to School Survey – has 
been postponed until after Term 2. Other surveys – 
preparation that schools would normally complete for 
other annual surveys (Victorian Student Health and 
Wellbeing Survey, School Staff Survey and Parent 
Opinion Survey) has been deferred until after Term 2. 
An update on revised survey timelines will be 
provided before the end of Term 2. 

School council self-assessments – the Department 
recommends the use of the school council self-
assessment tool following the completion of the 
annual election process in Term 2. These can be 
postponed for completion in Term 3. 

Personal Protective Equipment including face masks 
and eye protection is not required to provide regular 
care for children or young people who are well, unless 
such precautions are usually adopted in the routine 
care of an individual child or young person. 

All schools have been sent gloves and masks to use 
where necessary. The department has also sent out 
extra hand sanitiser to schools. 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/school/principals/governance/schoolcouncilselfassessmenttool.docx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/school/principals/governance/schoolcouncilselfassessmenttool.docx
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Use of additional Personal Protective Equipment may 
be considered when a staff member, child or young 
person becomes unwell with compatible symptoms 
with coronavirus (COVID-19), such as fever, cough or 
sore throat. 

The Department continues to work closely with 
Victoria’s Chief Health Officer, experts at the 
Department of Health and Human Services and on 
the advice of the Australian Health Protection 
Principle Committee to monitor and respond to 
coronavirus (COVID-19) and support school 
communities in providing safe educational 
environments. 

 

Thought For The Day 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WAYNE BACH 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CEPS KIDS ARE FRIENDLY 
KIDS 

 
 

This term we are working on RESPECT  
and next week we are looking at Being a 

Good Loser 

 
Losing can make you feel bad, but staying 
friends is more important than giving in to 
your grumpy feelings. 

 
It is so important to be a good loser, because no one 
likes to play with a bad loser.  Most children do like to 
win, and losing makes most children feel bad.  
However, it is really important to control these 
negative feelings when you lose so that others will 
want to play with you again.   

 

Do: 
 Accept that you have lost or are losing and put 

on a ‘good face.’ 

 Congratulate the winner and smile. 

 Comment on what the winner did well. 

 Say you enjoyed the game and would like to 

play again another time. 

 Help pack up and put away materials. 

 Remember all the times you have won before. 

 Say to yourself, “Someone has to lose this time.” 

Don’t: 
 If you are not doing well, don’t give up or stop 

trying. 

 Don’t use a whingeing grumpy tone. 

 Don’t suggest that the winner cheated or had an 

unfair advantage. 

 Don’t say you never want to play with that 

person again. 

 Don’t stomp off in a bad mood. 

 Don’t leave the winner to do all of the packing 

up. 

 Don’t think of yourself as a ‘loser’ 

 Don’t think “I’ll never win again.”  You WILL win 

again. 
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FOUNDATION 2021 AT CHELTENHAM EAST 
 

 
 

 
If you have a child who will be starting school in Foundation 2021 then this information is for 
you. 
 
Can you please send an email to ricardo.belinda.b@edumail.vic.gov.au advising of your 
enrolling child’s full name, date of birth, contact phone number & current childcare/ 
kindergarten they are attending. 
 
Due to the current COVID-19 situation, the 2021 Transition Program which was due to 
commence on Saturday 16th May, has been put on hold until we receive notification of when 
school will return to onsite operation. As soon as these dates have been rescheduled we will 
notify you. 
 
If you want to complete your enrolment now, please download an Enrolment Form from the 
following link https://cheltenhameast.vic.edu.au/enrolment/ and complete it.  
 
Then you simply post or email it back to us, accompanied by evidence of your enrolling child’s 
date of birth and his/her immunisation certificate, which is obtained from the Australian 
Childhood Immunisation Register. Children who are not Australian citizens are required to 
provide a copy of their current visa. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://cheltenhameast.vic.edu.au/enrolment/
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