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DIARY DATES: 

 
Thursday August 13th  -  Review of Lockdown by the Government (scheduled to end August 19) 
Friday September 18  -  Last day of Term 3 
 

Child safety is everyone’s responsibility. Cheltenham East Primary School has zero tolerance for any form 

of child abuse 

 

  

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 

Our School Vision 
 

“Cheltenham East students are empowered learners 
who are flexible thinkers with the skills and knowledge 
to respond critically and creatively to their world.” 
 

Acknowledgement 
 

I would like to acknowledge the traditional custodians 
of this land on which we are gathered and pay our 
respects to the elders both past and present of the 
Kulin nation and extend that respect to other 
indigenous Australians present. 

 

Remote Learning 
 

Our teachers continue to do an outstanding job of 
continuing your child’s education. They have put in 
hours of planning to provide work based on the 
Victorian Curriculum, instructional videos and 
feedback options for families. The teachers will be in 
contact with the children every day whether it is 
through the Google Meet platform where they will 
spend face to face time instructing, talking, asking 
questions and giving feedback or through Google 

classroom where children will be completing the bulk 
of their work. 
 
Teachers and aides are also volunteering to 
supervise the essential worker’s children at school so 
those can continue on their learning journey. Thank 
you to our CEPS community for again taking on the 
role of supervising your children with their work. It is 
appreciated by the teachers and hopefully the 
children. With 2 children in Year 10 and one in Year 8 
the dinner table is where we learn what they have 
been working on during the day when we are at work. 
There is a lot of trust involved! 
 

Covid 19 
 

If you, your child, or a family member develops 
symptoms of a fever, chills or sweats, cough, sore 
throat, shortness of breath, runny nose, loss of smell 
or taste, you should get tested at a coronavirus 
(COVID-19) testing facility and stay home. If you 
would like health information from the Department of 
Health and Human Services, you can visit 
dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus   
  
Our approach will continue to follow the advice of the 
Victorian Chief Health Officer and we will provide you 
with updates as necessary. 
 

 

SCHOOL ABSENCE CONTACT INFORMATION: 
Sentral parent portal:  http://sentral.cheltenhameast.vic.edu.au/portal (preferred) 

 

Please use the portal for each day of absence with child’s name, grade, reason & date of absence (you can 

also enter future absences for more than one day) 
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Based on guidance from Victoria’s Chief Health 
Officer, in order to support community awareness of 
the symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) and to help 
identify children displaying symptoms, all schools 
located in metropolitan Melbourne and Mitchell Shire 
will continue the temperature screening of students 
while the stay at home restrictions are in place.  
 
Essential workers’ children will be temperature tested 
each morning and if children have a temperature 
reading of over 37.5 degrees, parents will be called. 
 

Face masks in schools 
 

Use of Face Masks in Metropolitan Melbourne and 
Mitchell Shire: 
 

As you are well aware, the Victorian Chief Medical 
Office has announced that those in metropolitan 
Melbourne and Mitchell Shire must wear face 
coverings when they leave home. Face covering is 
mandatory for persons 12 and over. 
 
Not required to wear face covering: 

 Students in Year 6 who have turned 12 in a 
primary school.   

 Primary aged children 
 Students and staff who have a medical condition 

as per the latest advice.  

 Teachers and Education Support staff while in the 
act of teaching 

 
Required to wear face coverings: 

 Parents and carers 

 Teachers and Education Support staff in other 
areas of the school such as yard duty, staff room, 
providing first aid, taking temperatures 

 

ICT Equipment  
 

If families borrow computer laptops or IPads from the 
school, please look after them as we want them 
returned in the same condition as when they left. The 
children have to sign an agreement before they take 
the device home with them. 
 

Enrol Now for 2021  
 

We are open for 2021 enrolments and forms are 
available on the school website. If you have a child 
turning 5 by April 30, 2021, please complete an 
enrolment form and supply a copy of your child’s birth 
certificate and immunisation record and we will 
process the enrolment immediately. These 
documents can be emailed or posted to the school.  It 
helps us enormously with planning, if we have a clear 
indication of enrolments as early as possible. 
 

Oval Ramp 
 

The ramp is almost complete. The railing is currently 
being made and will be fitted early next week which 
means we can get rid of the temporary fencing. 
 

School Values  
 

This is a great time to reinforce our school values of 
RESPECT, RESPONSIBILITY, COURTESY and 
CO-OPERATION with all children particularly while 
they are online. Filling someone’s bucket of kindness 
in their family should be a priority for all children and 
adults. Helping others is to be encouraged by 
everyone and can be done in a variety of ways. The 
children can continue to role model while learning 
from home. 

 

School Uniform Reminder 
 

Children of essential workers need to be wearing their 
school uniform while on school property. They should 
be following school protocols in this regards so they 
can be easily identified. 

 
Remote Learning Questions 
 
Q: I work full-time at home, how can I be 
expected to do this and sit beside my child to 
help them do their work?  
 
A: We recognise that in the home environment there 
are many challenges that parents are facing as their 
children learn from home. Younger children, in 
particular, will require a great deal of supervision, just 
as they would in a classroom setting.  
 
Each family’s needs will be different. We recommend 
that those tasks that you find require a great amount 
of your personal time be completed at a time that suits 
you. Please read Mrs Ward’s options (Sent out last 
week) around when parents can be supporting so you 
can complete your own work and children can 
complete theirs. This might happen to be on the 
weekend. Of course, there may be extenuating 
circumstances that make it impossible for students to 
complete tasks.  
 
Please remember that no one expects you to be a 
teacher or subject matter expert. The most important 
thing you can do is continue to provide routine, 
support and encouragement to your child. Each 
family’s needs and therefore routines will be different. 
We acknowledge that some types of tasks may be 
difficult for your family to complete. 
 
Q: How will teachers track the learning of my 
child?  
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A: Teachers are able to see what students are 
completing through the work (and its standard) that is 
submitted on the online platform. Teachers track the 
learning of each child using a variety of methods 
however they will not be checking every piece of work 
the child does. 
 
Q: Are there consequences for students who 
don’t complete tasks set by teachers?  
 
A: As mentioned previously it will be difficult for some 
families to complete all set tasks. This is understood 
by our teaching team. We appreciate any efforts 
made by our students to undertake the learning. Don’t 
feel like you have failed just because the children did 
not complete all tasks! 
 
Q: Will teachers be assessing my child while we 
are Home Learning?  
 
A: Cheltenham East Primary School uses a range of 
assessment tools to gauge the capabilities of our 
students, including Essential Assessment. Our 
teachers will continue to use a variety of assessment 
formats with the children including feedback where 
possible. 
  
Q: How will the social needs of my child be met?  
 
A: This is a very difficult time for us all, and we are all 
missing social interactions with our families, friends 
and colleagues. Social isolation is just that, and it is 
hard. In the meantime, we are working on some other 
ideas, using our existing online platforms where we 
can facilitate socialisation which the Department 
approve.  
 
We are aware that some parents are utilising private 
social media platforms so that their children can 
connect with their peers. Please note, the school 
cannot endorse or recommend a platform. 
 
Q: How will teachers communicate with my child 
during learning time?  
 
A: Students in Foundation to Year 6 will continue to 
use the Google Classroom platform to access their 
learning.  
 
These platforms will be used by teachers and 
students throughout Remote Learning. Students will 
be able to communicate with their teacher between 9 
and 3:30pm. Students are to contact their teachers 
via the Google Classroom platform and Google Meet 
chats if they have any questions or concerns about 
their learning. They will also be asked to upload 
images of learning so that teachers are able to see 
what the students are doing, and provide written 
feedback. Teachers have provided instructional 
videos and voice recordings as a way of teaching and 
providing feedback.  

Teachers will work towards delivering some aspects 
of lessons via video recordings using tools such as 
YouTube as we develop our technological skills. 
Parents are asked to use Class Dojo not Google 
classroom if they have any issues or questions for 
teachers. 

 
How the school will support your child  
 

Your child’s school will:  
• communicate with you and your child about teacher 
responsibilities and what you and your child need to 
do  
• communicate with you and provide learning 
activities for your child to do at home  
• use their normal communication tools such as their 
website, newsletters, emails and other online tools  
• provide technical support with devices, as needed. 
•provide hard copies of work where needed. 
 
 

Your child's responsibilities during remote 
learning  
 

You should change these responsibilities according 
to the age and stage of your child. Your child's 
responsibilities include:  
 
• regularly monitor digital platforms for 
announcements and feedback from their teachers  
• do their best work by completing tasks with integrity 
and academic honesty  
• do their best to meet timelines and due dates  
• communicate openly with their teachers and tell 
them if they have any concerns or issues  
• collaborate and support their classmates  
• continue to abide by their school’s behaviour 
guidelines.  
 

Setting up a learning environment  
 

Every home is different but it is important to provide a 
quiet and comfortable space in which to learn. Where 
possible, extended learning should take place in a 
space your family shares. For example, a lounge 
room or dining room. These spaces are preferable 
over a bedroom, where your child can feel isolated 
and supervision can be more challenging.  
 
It should be a place:  
• that can be quiet at times  
• that has a strong internet signal, if possible  
• where you or another adult is present as you would 
normally when your child is online, dependent on 
age  
 

Establishing routines and expectations  
 

Start and end each day with a check-in to help your 
child:  
• clarify and understand the instructions they get 
from their teachers  
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• help them organise themselves and set priorities 
for their learning at home.  
 
A healthy daily routine is great for mental and physical 
health, as well as concentration and learning.  
 
Encourage regular exercise breaks. This might mean 
going for a walk, using exercise DVDs and apps, 
dancing, floor exercises or using home exercise 
equipment.  
 
Encourage healthy eating habits and make sure they 
drink enough water.  

 
Communicating with your child  
 
We encourage you to start and finish each day with 
a simple check-in. These check-ins can be a regular 
part of each day.  
 
Morning check-ins:  
In the morning, ask:  
• What are you learning today?  
• What are your learning targets or goals?  
• How will you be spending your time?  
• What resources do you need?  
• What support do you need?  
 
Afternoon check-ins:  
In the afternoon, ask:  
• What did you learn today?  
• What was challenging? You could come up with a 
way to deal with the same problem if it comes up 
again.  
• Consider three things that went well today. Why 
were they good?  
• Are you ok? Do you need to ask your teacher for 
something? Do you need help with something to 
make tomorrow more successful?  
 
These questions allow your child to:  

• process the instructions they get from their 
teachers  
• help them organise themselves and set priorities.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thought for the Week  
 

 
 
Everybody needs to keep on social distancing. 
Everybody!! 
 
Wayne Bach 
Principal 

 

TAKE CARE 
 

If ever there was a time to be flexible and adaptable it 
is right now! There continue to be challenges along 
the way. We have to be flexible when things don’t 
quite go to plan. Please don’t compare yourself to 
other families or other schools. Everyone is working 
hard to do what is best for our students. Be kind and 
grateful to each other. 
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CEPS KIDS ARE FRIENDLY KIDS 

 
This term we are working on CO-OPERATION  

and next week we are looking at 

 

Being Assertive 
 
Standing up for yourself – some simple tips to remember: 

 

 Tell the person to stop annoying you or firmly ignore their behaviour and 

walk away from them. 

 Speak in a firm, not angry voice. 
 Stand tall. 

 Look in their eyes. 

 Stay in control of yourself. 

 
 
 

 

 
 
For those participating in the 2020 Premier’s Reading 
Challenge, please note that the challenge has been 
extended by two weeks.  The 2020 Challenge will now 
close on Friday 18 September. 
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