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SCHOOL ABSENCE CONTACT INFORMATION:
Sentral parent portal: http://sentral.cheltenhameast.vic.edu.au/portal (preferred)
Please use the portal for each day of absence with child’s name, grade, reason & date of absence (you can
also enter future absences for more than one day)

DIARY DATES:

Friday October 23
Mon Oct 26-Fri 30
Wed October 28
Fri Nov
13

-

PUBLIC HOLIDAY (Grand Final Holiday)
Book Week
Dress Up Day for Book Week
Curriculum Day – no students at school

Child safety is everyone’s responsibility. Cheltenham East Primary School has zero tolerance for any form
of child abuse

FROM THE ACTING PRINCIPAL
Our School Vision
“Cheltenham East students are empowered learners
who are flexible thinkers with the skills and knowledge
to respond critically to their world.”
The lovely hum of children continues through the
school as we all build our stamina for learning and
appreciate the friendships we share. We are happy to
be back at school.

Term 4 focus
The Department of Education has issued 3 Priorities
for schools to focus on in Term 4. CEPS teachers will
maintain their efforts in these areas for the whole of
term 4. You will notice your child’s Year Level
Newsletter reflects these priorities:
Priority 1 – Mental health and wellbeing
Our highest priority is the mental health, safety and
wellbeing of every student. All available resources will
be effectively mobilised to ensure support for every
student, including our most vulnerable. This means

encouraging and sustaining motivation for learning
and supporting the development of personal and
social capabilities of students as part of the
curriculum. It includes re-engaging students and
families where needed.
Priority 2 – Learning
Some students have been able to more quickly
progress in their learning in the remote and flexible
learning environment, others have maintained their
rate of progress, and some have, despite their best
efforts and those of their families and teachers, fallen
behind. Our priority will be to ensure those who have
fallen behind can catch up and those who have
progressed significantly can continue to be extended
and stretched in their learning. Literacy and numeracy
across the curriculum remain a focus, with school
adapting the teaching and learning program in Term
4 to be responsive to the needs of students.
Priority 3 – Transitions
Term 4 is a critical period, particularly for the children
moving from kindergarten into Prep and from Grade 6
into Year 7. Students in other year levels will also
prepare for a change of teachers and new
classmates. A key focus of Term 4 will be to make
every effort to ensure each of these end-of-year and
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beginning-of-year transitions occurs as successfully
as possible. This includes finding contextually
appropriate ways to conduct orientations and end-ofyear celebrations and ensuring transition information
captures additional details as necessary.

Pupil Free Day Monday November
13
The children will not be required at school on Friday
13th November. Teachers will be attending a
Professional Development morning followed by a
report writing afternoon on this day.

Attendance/Punctuality
“It’s not okay to be away!” Every minute counts!
When students stay away from school their learning
and friendships are affected. When children arrive
late, they interrupt the learning of other students as
well as valuable teaching time. Children who arrive
late must report to the main office to avoid an
“unexplained absence” SMS from the school. We
really look forward to the support of our families in
ensuring our students absolutely maximise their
educational possibilities by being here ON TIME,
EVERY TIME. Your commitment to and interest in
your child’s education is absolutely vital to their
success at school.

Sun Smart Uniform
As we are a Sunsmart school Term 4 requires hats on
for all children once again. If your child has lost their
hat please make sure that it is either found or replaced
through the Primary School Wear uniform shop. Any
children without an approved school hat will be
directed to a shaded area during recess and
lunchtimes. Children also need to be wearing an
approved school uniform to school as per the school
uniform policy.

Foundation 2021
Congratulations and appreciation is extended to the
efforts of the Foundation Team and specialist
teachers for their work in 2021 transition sessions.
The team have banded together to provide the first of
4 excellent entertaining videos. These Transition
sessions have been recorded and the first one,
emailed as a link for the enrolled 2021 Foundation
students to access with their parents. Thanks to Mr
Josh Bourke for playing the role of producer, ensuring
the movies are edited effectively and accessible to all
families.
Just quietly, I’m not showing the Foundation Team
any ads for ‘Playschool presenters wanted’. They’re
absolutely sensational!

Road Safety
It has come to my attention a number of parents are
not prioritising child safety in their efforts to move
quickly. Please remember young children look to
adult behaviour and model their movements on how
we behave.
To this point, ALL ADULTS ARE REQUESTED TO
USE THE SCHOOL SUPERVISED CROSSING
POINTS at all opportunities, rather than taking short
cuts across roads and curbs.
SAFETY FIRST.

Thank you to our staff

Enrolments 2021
If you know of anyone whose child is coming to our
school next year, we need to have their enrolment
NOW. We are starting to look at grade structures and
staffing for next year and it is vital that we are as
accurate as possible when it comes to projected
numbers. If you know your child will not be returning
to us next year (apart from our Year 6s), please let us
know as soon as possible. It’s amazing what a
difference a couple of children here or there can make
to our numbers and affect the school budget.

LEISEL WARD
Acting Principal
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CEPS KIDS ARE FRIENDLY KIDS

This term we are working on RESPONSIBILITY
and next week we are looking at

Rights
We quite often hear the word “rights”. So what are they? People talk about the right to an
education or the right to vote. Basically it means people are entitled to something and
that those around them, or those in authority, should make sure they get what they are
entitled to.
In our school children have a number of important rights;
 The right to learn
 The right to be safe
 The right to be respected
It is everyone’s responsibility to make sure that these rights are respected. How can you
do that? Make sure that you help those around you learn by being a good learner yourself.
Concentrate on your work and spend your time productively in the classroom. In the
playground play safely and look after those around you. Be friendly and this will help
others feel safe. Respect all the people in our school. Think about how you behave with
them. Are you courteous and friendly?
Look after the rights of others and your rights will be looked after as well.

BOOK CLUB
The last book club brochures for 2020 will be sent home with your child this week.
If you would like to place an order, please go through the LOOP system by following the
instructions at the end of the brochure.
All orders need to be in by 3.30pm next Wednesday the 28th of October.
Happy reading and welcome back!

4

5

SELF PORTRAITS
Students (and some of the staff) across the school have drawn portraits of themselves to create lovely
galleries around the school. Here are a few photos from the Art Leaders of the artwork.
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Free workshop - Parenting Anxious and Sensitive
Children

Thanks to funding from the City of Kingston, Heartlinks of Family Life is pleased to offer
our Parenting Anxious and Sensitive Children workshop free of charge to any
parent/guardian living, working or with children attending a school in the City of Kingston.
Do you have a child who worries about the simplest of things? Do they get upset easily? Do they
seem to have empathy beyond their young years? Are they concerned about the return to
school or worried about being exposed to COVID-19? Maybe someone has even labelled them
as "highly emotional" or "shy". Chances are you have a sensitive little soul on your hands. And
you are not alone. Parenting an anxious or sensitive child is an immense responsibility.
Our Parenting Anxious and Sensitive Children workshop aims to increase your capacity
to support your child affected by anxiety, worry or stress. Over three weekly sessions, you will
be guided through this solutions-based program and supported to address individual concerns
effectively.
When: Wednesday October 28, November 4 and 11
Time: 10am to 12pm
How: Online via Zoom
Learn more or Book online
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