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SCHOOL ABSENCE CONTACT INFORMATION:
Sentral parent portal: http://sentral.cheltenhameast.vic.edu.au/portal (preferred)
Please use the portal for each day of absence with child’s name, grade, reason & date of absence (you can
also enter future absences for more than one day)

DIARY DATES:

Tues Nov
Fri Nov

3 13 -

PUBLIC HOLIDAY – MELBOURNE CUP DAY
Curriculum Day – no students at school

Child safety is everyone’s responsibility. Cheltenham East Primary School has zero tolerance for any form
of child abuse

FROM THE ACTING PRINCIPAL

own responsibility to ensure their bike is placed inside
the secure cage before the start of school bell at 9am.

Our School Vision

Please talk to your child about one of our school
values RESPONSIBILITY and teach them to look
after their own property.

“Cheltenham East students are empowered learners
who are flexible thinkers with the skills and knowledge
to respond critically and creatively to their world.”

Camps and excursions

Melbourne Cup Holiday

Metropolitan Melbourne

Tuesday 3rd November is a public holiday. The school
is closed this day.

Unfortunately for our children, school camps and
excursions in metropolitan Melbourne cannot resume
at this time.

Curriculum Day
Children will not be required at school on Friday 13th
November. Teachers will be attending school to build
their knowledge and practice with a professional
development morning followed by a moderation and
report writing afternoon.

Bike Shed
The school is supervised in the yard from 8.45am
each morning. Families are asked to refrain from
sending children to school prior to this, for safety
reasons. The bike shed is unlocked soon after
8.30am. In the event children arrive too early at school
and leave their bikes outside the bike shed, it is their

The directives issued by the Chief Health Officer
currently prevent students from moving out of
metropolitan Melbourne and into regional Victoria for
school camps or to attend remote campuses.
On the advice of our health experts, the 25km travel
limit and the metropolitan and regional border will be
removed from 11:59pm Sunday, November 8. Further
advice on the resumption of school camps and
excursions will be provided at this time.

Temperature screening
Based on the advice of the Acting Deputy Chief
Health Officer, given the current levels of community
transmission in Victoria, mandatory temperature
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testing of all students on arrival to schools is not
required in Term 4.
However, should community transmission of
coronavirus (COVID-19) increase, temperature
checking may be reintroduced for some schools.

Hygiene
To enhance our approach to cleaning, hand sanitiser
is available at entry points to all classrooms in the
school. Age-appropriate education and reminders
about hand hygiene are used throughout the school
and the reminder to attend to hand-washing via the
playing of music continues to be played between
every 50min teaching session.
If soap and water are not readily available, hand
sanitiser that contains at least 60 percent alcohol is
made accessible.

Keeping surfaces clean

format you will view in your own home is being
planned. We look forward to this COVIDsafe initiative
and hope you will join us in encouraging your children
to find the fun and joy in performing with friends.
Details to follow in the coming weeks.
Use of woodwind and brass instruments, singing,
voice projection and dance
There has been some communication in the media
about the use of playing woodwind instruments and
singing upon the return to school. For your clarity, the
Education department advice is that these activities
do entail a risk of potential spread of aerosols and
droplets. As such only individual tuition and small
ensemble groups (10 or less participants) can be
conducted and should occur outdoors, with physical
distancing and other hygiene measures where
possible. Drama activities and dance groupwork
should also be undertaken outside where safe and
viable.

The extended and increased cleaning arrangements
which were introduced in Term 3 continue at school.
This involves progressive cleaning throughout the day
to keep surfaces clean and reduce risks of
transmission from high-touch services.

Note that children are able to sing ‘Happy Birthday’ to
classmates, including in classrooms, given its short
duration.

Teachers are instructing the wiping down of shared
computers before and after use, minimising risk with
disinfectant/detergent wipes.

Year 6 graduation this year will look different to other
years. The current regulations permit students from
the graduating year level and staff to attend in person.
Parents/carers and other family members or friends
cannot attend in person.

There is no requirement for books to be placed aside
for a given period after use or if loaned to students.

Promoting outdoor air ventilation
Schools are strongly encouraged to increase fresh air
into indoor spaces whenever possible and to
maximise the use of outdoor learning areas or
environments. Teachers where possible, are keeping
the doors open to keep air circulating.

Limited school access
At this time, visitors to all school grounds are limited.
To support contact tracing, schools must keep a
record of all staff, students and visitors who attend on
site for more than 15 minutes.
Parent-teacher information sessions and interviews
must continue to be replaced with online and video
alternatives.
Schools must not conduct on-site school tours for
prospective students and their families at this time. In
order to enable school tours, the use of technology is
encouraged as an alternative to on-site visits.

Concert and Transitions
The current regulations state ‘Face-to-face school
assemblies and other non-essential large gatherings
must be postponed or adapted considering use of
technology.’ This affects the planning for our school
concert as we have traditionally known it. An exciting

School graduations

The running of this year’s ceremony is currently being
arranged. It will be a memorable celebration with the
added initiative this year of technology enabling a
recording of the event for purchase. Parents/carers of
Year 6 students who are interested in assisting the
teachers with this event should contact Mr Hughes
now as preparations are underway.

Kinder-to-school transition
We have enjoyed delivering a robust remote transition
program to the future Foundation students and
families of CEPS. As a result of this week’s updated
regulations, we are now in a position to investigate
how the school can facilitate the kinder children
meeting their teacher onsite.
You
will appreciate
there
are significant
considerations around the associated health and risk
measures which must be taken. These include
providing the time and space for groups of no more
that 10 children visiting at one time, limiting interaction
with the volume of existing students attending onsite
daily, safe hygiene practices, available staffing, social
distancing regulations, the collection of details in the
event COVID tracing was required. We are working to
achieve a contextually suitable experience at our
school and anticipate this occurring early in
December, after the fourth Remote transition session.
Families of 2021 enrolled Foundation children will be
emailed with details when they are confirmed.
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Child Safe Standards
Our school like all across the state, reviews a wide
range of policies and protocols to ensure the Child
Safe Standards are met. The Child Safe Standards
apply to all organisations working with children and
are aimed at creating (and maintaining) child safe
cultures and environments. Our school is committed
to meeting all Child Safe requirements.

Congratulations to the staff at CEPS
This year our staff have displayed our school values
of
Courtesy,
Respect,
Co-operation
and
Responsibility with a very public profile. How proudly
we’ve all worked together and supported each other
to arrive at this time and place. Join me in celebrating
the wonderful work our staff do every day.

Student reports
The student reports parents will receive for Semester
2 will be adjusted in recognition of the disruptions
caused by the transition to remote and flexible
learning during Semester 2. Reports will reflect the
student’s growth from this time last year in English
and Maths. Comments will be provided for English,
Maths, Humanities & Science, Art, Music, Italian,
Physical Education & Health, remote learning
observations.
A visual representation key indicating your child’s
attendance record will support understanding the
impact of absence on learning.
‘Students who are rated as 'chronically absent', in
their later years of schooling on average have higher
absence rates than their peers in primary school,
starting as early as Foundation. It is never too early or
too late to establish positive attendance habits.
Attendance plays a key role in setting students up for
success inlater years.’ State of Victoria
(Department of Education and Training) 2020
Your commitment to and interest in your child’s
education is absolutely vital to their success at school.

Remembrance Day
We will soon commemorate Remembrance Day.
November 11th is a memorial day observed in the
Commonwealth of Nations member states, since the
end of the First World War to remember armed forces
personnel who died in the line of duty. We will hold an
11am commemoration.

Sun Smart Uniform – Hats on in T4
Please remind your child that they require their hat
when outdoors at school. Any children without an
approved school hat will be directed to a shaded area
during recess and lunchtimes. Children also need to
be wearing an approved school uniform to school as
per the school uniform policy.

New Enrolments 2021
We are looking at grade structures and staffing for
next year and it is vital that we are as accurate as
possible. If you know of anyone who is yet to enrol for
Cheltenham East for 2021, please ask them to finalise
enrolment procedures. If you know your child will not
be returning to us next year (apart from our Year 6s),
please let us know as soon as possible.

LEISEL WARD
ACTING PRINCIPAL

CEPS KIDS ARE
FRIENDLY KIDS

This term we are working on
RESPONSIBILITY
and next week we are looking at

Seeing it through
There are few more admired qualities in people
than perseverance and that means seeing it
through! So many great people have this quality
and it is one we can all aim for. Seeing it through
means sticking at something until it is finished,
until the job is done. It means that when things
are difficult you don’t give up and walk away. It
means you might have to try a bit harder; it
means you might have to get someone to help
you; it means you might have to try things a
different way; but mostly it means you stick with
what you set out to do until you are happy with
the result. Good luck!
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Child Safe

In 2013, the Victorian Parliament held an inquiry into the Handling of Child Abuse by
Religious and Other Non-Government Organisations, resulting in the Betrayal of Trust
Report. As a result, the Victorian Government is phasing in Child Safe Standards for
organisations that work with children, including schools.
Cheltenham East Primary School is committed to child safety and to our children being
principled, caring, balanced members of our community. We are committed to the safety,
participation and empowerment of our children and have zero tolerance of child abuse. All
allegations and safety concerns will be treated very seriously and consistently. We have legal
and moral obligations to contact authorities when we are worried about a child’s safety,
which we follow rigorously. The school is committed to regularly training and educating our
staff and volunteers on child abuse risks and all staff undertake Mandatory Reporting
training.
We support and respect all children, as well as our staff and volunteers, and are committed to
the cultural safety of children from diverse backgrounds, and to providing a safe
environment for children with a disability.
Please see below for links to our Child Safe Policy
Child Safe Policy
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CEPS KIDS ARE FRIENDLY KIDS
Awards for displaying Responsibility

Weekly Values Ambassadors
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Book Character Parade
We had such a lovely day yesterday. All the children looked amazing and we
were very impressed with the creativity and reuse of household items. Here
are the winners from each year level.

Foundation:
Grade One:
Grade Two:
Grade Three:
Grade Four:
Grade Five:
Grade Six:

Rhys and Pedro
Atticus and Damien
Ollie and Saffronrose
Nuoqi and Liana
Harrison L and Maddy D
Madi S and Aahan

The Harry Potter Group:

Grace, Emily, Hayley, Chloe, Amy, George,
Alexandra, Claira, Ella
The Despicable Me Group: Ryan, Caleb, Thomas, Charlie, Nick, Balin

Grade Six Library Monitors: Sophia and Ella
Thank you to our Grade Six Library Monitors, Sophia and Ella. They gave up
their lunchtimes to design and make all the certificates. They made banners
and bunting and even took photos during the Book Character Parades. Girls,
you were a great help.
Grade teachers took many lovely photos, and I am sure we will see them up
on display in the classrooms and in the main corridor.
Mrs Douglas
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BOOK WEEK WINNERS
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Prices will vary depending on quality and brand from
$1 - $10
Orders can only be placed on November 5 & 6 by phone
or text to Linda Donaldson 0400 410 104
Orders will be delivered to your child on Friday payment to be made via QKR or phone school office
with credit card details
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