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SCHOOL ABSENCE CONTACT INFORMATION:
Sentral parent portal: http://sentral.cheltenhameast.vic.edu.au/portal (preferred)
Please use the portal for each day of absence with child’s name, grade, reason & date of absence (you can
also enter future absences for more than one day)

DIARY DATES:
Fri

Nov

27 -

Each Friday until end of term – Wellbeing Casual Clothes Friday for a
positive mindset for learning
Dress for Multi-Cultural Celebration Day
Grade 6 Graduation
Meet your 2021 teacher
Last day of Term 4 – early dismissal 1.00 pm

Thurs Dec
Tues
Dec
Wed
Dec
Fri
Dec

3
15
16
18

Wed
Thu
Fri

27 - Teaching staff commence (no students at school)
28 - Grades 1-6 commence at 9.00 am
29 - Foundation students commence 9.00 am

2021
Jan
Jan
Jan

Child safety is everyone’s responsibility. Cheltenham East Primary School has zero tolerance for any form
of child abuse

FROM THE ACTING PRINCIPAL
Our School Vision
“Cheltenham East students are empowered learners
who are flexible thinkers with the skills and knowledge
to respond critically and creatively to their world.”

Priorities
The following priorities for students and staff continue
to guide school operations in Term 4.
Priority 1 – Mental health and wellbeing
Our highest priority is the mental health, safety and
wellbeing of every student and member of staff.
Students from disadvantaged backgrounds and many
students
with
disabilities
have
been
disproportionately impacted across all areas of their

education. All available resources are being
effectively mobilised to ensure support for every
student.
This means encouraging and sustaining motivation
for learning and supporting the development of
personal and social capabilities of students as part of
the curriculum. It includes re-engaging students and
families where needed and implementing targeted
strategies for at-risk cohorts.
This also means ensuring support for our school staff,
who have sustained efforts through multiple
transitions in modes of teaching and learning delivery.
Priority 2 – Learning
Some students have been able to more quickly
progress in their learning in the remote and flexible
learning environment, others have maintained their
rate of progress, and some have, despite their best
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efforts and those of their families and teachers, fallen
behind.
Our priority is to ensure those who have fallen behind
can catch up and those who have progressed
significantly can continue to be extended and
stretched in their learning.
Student voice and student agency will inform how we
provide continuity of learning and support for every
student in this environment.
Literacy and numeracy across the curriculum remains
a focus, with adaptations to the teaching and learning
program in Term 4 and beyond, in response to the
needs of the students.

Bike Ed
The Year 5’s will be practising hard on their bike skills
and learning about the rules of the road in their Bike
Education classes next week. Thank you to the
teachers for arranging the sessions whilst we have
had significantly restricting conditions under which to
make arrangements.

Safe Driving
It is really important that all parents take care with
their driving around the school areas. It has been
noted that some parents are dropping children off
across the road and telling them to run across the
road. There is going to be an accident if this practice
continues. Please ensure your children are using the
crossings provided to cross the road safely.

Priority 3 – Transitions
Term 4 is a critical period, particularly for the children
moving from kindergarten into Foundation and from
Grade 6 into Year 7. Students in other year levels will
also prepare for a change of teachers and new
classmates. A key focus of Term 4 will be to make
every effort to ensure each of these end-of-year and
beginning-of-year transitions occurs as successfully
as possible. This includes finding contextually
appropriate ways to conduct orientations and end-ofyear celebrations and ensuring transition information
captures additional details as necessary.

Concert 2020
Please see details on how to access and view our
2020 Concert in this newsletter. Susan Digby has
done a power of work to provide this special
experience for the students and you their families. We
hope you enjoy watching the show in the comfort of
your home with popcorn and drinks! Enjoy the
experience and celebrate our incredible students and
the amazing year that has been!

Library Books
Library books need to be
returned as soon as possible.
Ms Doutch who is in charge of
the library has the daunting
task of checking that all library
books are returned by the end
of the year. Let’s make it as
easy as possible for her, by
returning books quickly please!
A massive thank you to one of
our amazing parent members Lisa Sciortino who is a
Librarian, and will being working to stocktake by the
end of the year.

The staff car park is not to be used for car parking by
parents under any circumstances as vehicle
movement poses a risk, especially to small children
who are difficult for drivers to see. We appreciate your
help in keeping everyone safe whilst on school
grounds.

Sun Smart Uniform
As we are a Sun Smart school Term 4 is ‘hats on’ for
all children. If your child has lost their hat please make
sure that it is either found or replaced through the
Primary School Wear uniform shop. Any children
without an approved school hat will be directed to a
shaded area during recess and lunchtimes. Children
also need to be wearing an approved school uniform
to school as per the school uniform policy.

End of Year Celebrations
As we near the end of the year, we will celebrate
with a series of special events.
These include (but are not limited to):


Tuesday December 15th: Grade 6
Graduation Ceremony.



Meet My 2021 Teacher for the children on
16th December.



COVIDsafe conditions prohibit the sharing of
food, therefore class parties will not occur
with plates of food in 2020. Teachers will
arrange alternatives to celebrating with food.



Friday 18th December is the last day of
school - 1pm departure

I am sure everyone is looking forward to these
events in particular.
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Thought for the Week

CEPS KIDS ARE
FRIENDLY KIDS

This term we are working on

RESPONSIBILITY
and next week we are looking at

Being Positive
LEISEL WARD
ACTING PRINCIPAL

Being Positive is a great attitude to
have.
People enjoy being around
positive people. Positive people do
things. They take chances, they try
their best, they don’t give up and they
make the most of every situation. They
enjoy most of what they do and help
others have a good time as well.
Certainly at times we need to look at
the bad or the dangerous side of things
and take them into consideration when
making our decisions, but don’t get
carried away with all the bad things.
Enjoy the situations you are in and try
to look at them positively, even when
they are difficult.
If nothing else a tough situation will
help you learn about how well you cope
with hard times, and you might be able
to plan better for next time.
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Student Reports - Semester 2
Teachers have been working hard to finalise reports and obviously looking closely at the performance of
all students over the past 12 months. A key aspect of this has been the work of our Professional Learning
Teams to analyse key focuses for our students in 2021. This varies between cohorts and is about quickly
addressing any gaps in learning which may be present due to the disruptions this year.
This coupled with the Tutor Program in 2021, will ensure students are supported to make quick progress
on areas of need. The Tutor Program will see the classroom teachers receive considerable support in
differentiating the curriculum for all students. This will crucially allow our students to be well supported
and develop quickly across the curriculum in specific learning areas.
When analysing student performance and the specific needs of each cohort in 2021, particularly in relation
to transitioning from this year to next, the school is actively planning to assist and support students at
every year level in a number of ways including; the Tutor Program, Literacy Intervention Program and
coaching from the school’s Leading Teacher and Learning Specialists.
Any questions on reporting or teaching and learning, please feel free to contact our Acting Assistant
Principal Josh Bourke on Classroom Dojo.

SURVIVING AND THRIVING YEAR 7 – A KINGSTON
YOUTH SERVICES ONLINE EVENT

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/surviving-and-thriving-year-7-tickets-128087702767
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CEPS KIDS ARE FRIENDLY KIDS
Awards for displaying Responsibility

Weekly Values Ambassadors
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The festive season is almost upon us, and so is Kingston's Tinsel
Trail!
Kingston’s Tinsel Trail is a series of activities and events in Kingston’s major activity
centres, commencing from the end of November, coordinated and funded by Kingston
City Council for the local community to enjoy.

Featuring pop-up carollers, Santa on a Segway, a Cheeky Elf, interactive neon
installations and the distribution of ‘Shop Local’ bags filled with local trader
promotions and kids activities, there will be plenty of opportunities to celebrate
the festive season while shopping local for loved ones.

Online resources for teachers include:


Kingston's Tinsel Trail Christmas Colouring Competition



Virtual Christmas Storytime sessions



Christmas craft and recipe videos



Kingston's Tinsel Trail Letter to Santa template*

*All letters posted in the special red Santa mailboxes located in the major activity centres in Kingston will
receive a response from Santa, if a return address is included.

VISIT THE TINSEL TRAIL WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION
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