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SCHOOL ABSENCE CONTACT INFORMATION:
Sentral parent portal: http://sentral.cheltenhameast.vic.edu.au/portal (preferred)
Please use the portal for each day of absence with child’s name, grade, reason & date of absence (you can
also enter future absences for more than one day)

DIARY DATES:
Tues
Wed
Fri

Dec
Dec
Dec

15 16 18 -

Grade 6 Graduation
Meet your 2021 teacher
Last day of Term 4 – early dismissal 1.00 pm

Wed
Thu
Fri

Jan
Jan
Jan

27 - Teaching staff commence (no students at school)
28 - Grades 1-6 commence at 9.00 am
29 - Foundation students commence 9.00 am

2021

Child safety is everyone’s responsibility. Cheltenham East Primary School has zero tolerance for any form
of child abuse

FROM THE ACTING PRINCIPAL
Our School Vision
“Cheltenham East students are empowered learners
who are flexible thinkers with the skills and knowledge
to respond critically and creatively to their world.”

Last Day 1pm Dismissal
As Friday December 18th is the last official day of the
school year there will be a student assembly at the
back stage at 12.40pm followed by a 1pm dismissal
of the children. Please make sure your children are
picked up at this earlier time. Pick-up locations will
remain as COVIDsafe Term 4 arrangements with the
exception of Year 6.
Year 6 students will be first to exit school via their
Foundation buddy’s gate – GATE 1 – as they exit
CEPS for the last time as a primary school student.
After a guard of honour has been formed the Year 6

students will walk from the back stage following the
whole school’s honour path, to GATE 1. Foundation
parents are asked to wait on the far side of the road
whilst the Year 6 students enjoy their moment leaving
from the same gate they first entered through 7 years
ago. The year 6 cohort are instructed to clear the
pickup area by walking down towards the oval. When
this has occurred, Foundation parents will be
welcome to prepare for the pickup of their child, under
the teacher’s instruction.

Thank You
On behalf of the school council I would like to officially
thank our wonderful Teaching and Education Support
staff who put so much time and effort into educating
the children at CEPS. Our staff faced an
unprecedented series of challenges during 2020.
They were required to rethink the way they worked
and embraced the challenge with abundant success.
When COVID-19 struck our state we had to pivot
almost overnight to learning from home, working
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quickly to transition classrooms online and to ensure
equipment was accessible to everyone in a matter of
days. The enormity and immense effort, creative
thinking and long hours that this required cannot be
overstated. Throughout it all, CEPS teachers
persistently ensured our students were at the centre
of our work, remaining engaged in learning and
connected to their peers. At the same time, the staff
themselves were also challenged on an incredibly
steep learning curve, especially in the use of
technology.
Over this year CEPS teachers went way beyond
normal duties for their students: dropping off and
collecting classwork from student homes; thinking of
innovative ways to maintain a sense of belonging and
building community; calling families to link vital
support services; differentiating learning beyond not
only capabilities but inclusive of circumstance and
technology: and generally being available for their
students all from the confines of their own homes.
In reflection, our schools have never been more
appreciated by students, parents and the public as
2020 has demonstrated the undeniable central role
they play in our society. As we have returned onsite,
our teachers have again risen to the challenge of
teaching as they have kept our students safe in a
socially distanced world. They fulfil many roles
including teacher, counsellor, first aider, infection
control supervisor, the odd comedian and much more
to the children. I applaud each and every staff
member for the year that was.
Thank you also to our wonderful office staff Belinda,
Robyn and Sue who keep the front of the school
ticking over. Their professionalism and dedication
ensures the school administrative area runs smoothly
at all times and the volume of work which has been
re-assigned to Term 4 as a result of school operations
this year has been enormous. Thank you for your
resilience and determination to ‘get the job done’.
Thank you to our wonderful School Council who have
represented the community throughout the year,
giving up valuable family time to make meetings and
make important decisions. We wish departing
councillor Melissa Johns all the best for the future.
Thank you to our fantastic Parents’ Committee
volunteers in particular Linda Donaldson, Shelley
Mead and Jodie Marsh for adapting in a year of very
different circumstances under which to operate. Your
work is much appreciated by all at CEPS.
Finally thank you to the numerous volunteers who
give their time to the children so they can learn and
grow: Kids Hope, Reading Dogs, Crossing
Supervisors, Parents’ Committee, Pre-service
teachers, Parent Helpers and all other volunteers who
have helped at CEPS in any way.

2021 Grades
The children will be meeting their new teacher for
2021 on Wednesday 16th in a ‘Meet the Teacher’
session. They will spend some time getting to know
their new teacher and new classmates before the end
of the year. Your child will bring home a slip telling you
who their teacher is and what grade they are in. The
grade selection process has been long and detailed
with children selected in specific grades based on the
three following criteria: friendship groups, social and
emotional needs and academic performance.

Graduation Evening
On Tuesday evening we will celebrate with the Year
6 students and their parents, the successful
completion of seven years at primary school. This
cohort of children have built skills under conditions
never experienced before. They have worked hard to
achieve growth, self-discipline, resilience and
perseverance. There are many people who have
played their part along the way and it is a team effort
and so next Tuesday evening we will celebrate the
contributions of parents, families, teachers, friends
and support staff to their achievements.
We will honour our graduating students for their
achievements but perhaps more importantly the
beginning of their next step in life. It has been a
privilege to get to know the students and to watch
them develop in their confidence and their self-belief.
Good luck and I wish them much success in all their
endeavours.
I thank the year 6 teachers and parents for their
endeavour in arranging the graduation celebration
this year. Due to the regular moving of restrictions and
COVIDsafe regulations we must adhere to, this event
has required much flexibility in approach. The children
and families will nevertheless enjoy their special
event to mark this unique occasion. Thank you to you
all for persisting through these circumstances.

Grant
I am delighted to
confirm
that
the
Minister for Education
has approved funding
of $104,165.00 for
‘Construction of a
sensory garden’ at
Cheltenham
East
Primary
School
through the 2020-21
Minor Capital Works Fund. On Monday 7th
December,
Parliamentary
Secretary
Tim
Richardson, and Member for Clarinda – Meng Heang
Tak visited our school to deliver the exciting news.
Our school captains represented our student body
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admirably as we toured the school together. The grant
will enable school improvement for a Sensory Garden
which will include re-development of the eating area
and bush garden along Coolac Street. I look forward
to sharing the updates with you as development
progresses and the school surrounds become more
inclusive and welcoming for our students.

Library Books
Library books need to be returned as soon as
possible. Lisa Sciortino is in charge of the library
stock-take and has the task of performing a stocktake before the end of this year. Let’s make it as easy
as possible for her, by returning books quickly please!

Student Reports
You will be receiving your child’s report on Monday
14th December. These reports indicate the point of
learning for each child as at the end of the 2020
school year in English and Maths. This data will be
shared with each child’s 2021 teacher (along with
other data and work samples) as the ‘starting point’
for learning next year. Students have received the
results that they deserve and as is the case with all
reports, there are results to celebrate and results that
will be the focus of future learning and development
throughout the next 12 months.

Student Banking
From Term 1, 2021 the Victorian Government has
ceased school banking programs in Victorian
government schools. As a result, the CommBank
School Banking program will no longer operate at our
school after the end of this term. If you are unsure of
other methods of depositing to your child’s account,
please feel free to contact the Bank’s general
enquiries hotline on 13 2221 or alternatively visit your
local CommBank branch.
If your child is eligible to receive a reward, please
notify our School Banking Co-ordinator Belinda
Ricardo. We would like to thank you for your
participation and support throughout the School
Banking program and encourage you to continue to
teach your child/ren about good financial habits and
management.

Safe and Happy Holidays
I hope everyone has an enjoyable holiday and a wellearned break while recharging their batteries. The
Christmas break throws up many hidden dangers and
safety concerns. Please be vigilant with your children
particularly around water (pools, rivers, lakes, surf)
and the roads. Children need to make sure that they
are wearing a helmet when riding or scooting and
ensuring that they are following the road rules.
Continue with frequent and effective hand sanitisation
and practise social distancing where practicable. We
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want everyone back safe and sound to start the new
school year.

Thought for the week

LEISEL WARD
Acting Principal

Student Reports - Semester 2
Our New Library and Resource Area

Have a look at these photos of our new Library and Resource Centre. There are spaces to research and read, get
lost in the beanbags or even on the couches, along with workspaces to sit and complete work.
This dynamic and exciting space allows for an additional classroom in the BER building, which will house the 3/4
Hub in 2021.
The Library and Resource Centre provides easy access for all students and teachers to enjoy and borrow items
weekly.
Many of the students have already had a little look and are very excited about utilising the space next year.
Any questions on teaching and learning, please feel free to contact our Acting Assistant Principal Josh Bourke on
Classroom Dojo.
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CEPS KIDS ARE FRIENDLY KIDS
Awards for displaying Responsibility

Weekly Values Ambassadors
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