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SCHOOL ABSENCE CONTACT INFORMATION:
Sentral parent portal: http://sentral.cheltenhameast.vic.edu.au/portal (preferred)
Please use the portal for each day of absence with child’s name, grade, reason & date of absence (you can
also enter future absences for more than one day)

DIARY DATES:
Fri May 28
Mon May 31
Wed June 10
Mon June 14
Wed June 16
Wed June 23
Wed June 23
Fri June 25
Mon July 12

-

Life Education postponed
Remote learning commences until end of lockdown (refer Dojo for updates)
World Ocean Day
PUBLIC HOLIDAY – QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY
Parents’ Committee Meeting 7.00pm Staffroom
CURRICULUM DAY – NO STUDENTS AT SCHOOL
School Council Meeting 7.30 pm
Last day of term 2 – early dismissal 2.30 pm
Term 3 begins 9.00 am

Child safety is everyone’s responsibility. Cheltenham East Primary School has zero tolerance for any form
of child abuse.

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Acknowledgement
I would like to acknowledge the traditional custodians
of this land on which we are gathered and pay our
respects to the elders both past and present of the
Kulin nation and extend that respect to other
indigenous Australians present.

Our School Vision
“Cheltenham East students are empowered learners
who are flexible thinkers with the skills and knowledge
to respond critically to their world.”

School Funding
There is currently a lot of frustration in the community
around the lack of funding Cheltenham East PS has
received from the government over the past years.
The school has applied for many grants and been
successful in some and unsuccessful in others. Some
of the successful grants have been for blinds installed

in classrooms, the resurfacing of the school oval, the
development of a sensory garden (happening now),
the painting of the main building and we also receive
annual amounts of money to cater for the
maintenance of our grounds and buildings which
includes landscaping, drainage and building
inspections however there are many schools in the
area who have received grants for new school
buildings, whilst CEPS has missed out
Our School Council President, Ange Berry, has put
together a letter on behalf of the community to send
to various parliament representatives about the lack
of funding Cheltenham East PS receives. If this fails
we will also be asking parents to sign a petition. I have
had many meetings with our Clarinda MP Meng
Huang Tak and Tim Richardson, Secretary for
schools, but I think some pressure from the school
community is the best way to bring our issues to their
attention. Tim Richardson is willing to come out and
speak to the community around the funding model
and how it actually works, which will keep the
community informed.
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Life Education
Reconciliation Week
This week was National Reconciliation Week.
What does reconciliation actually mean? It means to
“restore friendly relations.”
The dates for National Reconciliation Week remain
the same each year; 27 May to 3 June. National
Reconciliation Week (NRW) began on Saturday 26th
May, with 'Sorry Day', the day being a important
reminder of why it is so important for us to
acknowledge the years of hurt to our first peoples.
National Sorry day was on this Wednesday the 26th of
May.
You may read or hear about the stolen generation
where aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children
were taken away from their families and much of their
culture was lost.
National Reconciliation Week (NRW) is a time for
all Australians to learn about our shared histories,
cultures, and achievements, and to explore how each
of us can contribute to achieving reconciliation in
Australia.
It is a chance to work towards the goal of building
respectful relationships between Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples and other Australians,
and to create a fair and equal society.
The event remembers and commemorates the
mistreatment of the country's Indigenous peoples, as
part of an ongoing process of reconciliation between
the Indigenous peoples and the settler population.
The date was selected because on that date in 1997
the Bringing Them Home report was published.
Our students spent Wednesday learning a lot more
about the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders’
culture and how important it is to understand their
history, their lifestyle and beliefs.

Education Week
We celebrated Education Week this week where the
theme was “Building Connections”. It was terrific to
see the children working so hard to make the most of
their learning. We focused on being organised when
getting ready for learning, showing respect and
courtesy to others and listening carefully to our
teachers.

Life Education lessons commenced
this week for our children. There is
no van this year due to Covid 19
restrictions. The children will learn
about a variety of health issues and
learn how to look after themselves and stay healthy.
A highlight will be Harold the Giraffe’s appearance
during lessons. A big thank you to Mrs Price for her
work in organising the program. The rest of the class
sessions have now been postponed until after
lockdown.

Covid – Circuit Breaker Lockdown
Yesterday the Acting Premier has announced new
circuit breaker restrictions for Victoria to swiftly
address the recent COVID-19 outbreak.
The restrictions will be in place from 11.59pm
Thursday night for a seven-day period.
Following advice from the Victorian Chief Health
Officer, all Victorian schools will move to a period of
remote and flexible learning from Monday 31 May to
Thursday 3 June inclusive.
Years 3-6 will connect in to Google Classroom to
access their work for next week while the FoundationYr2 grades will have prepared packs to bring home
for next week.
oday (Friday 28 May) is a student-free day to allow
schools time to prepare. Remote and flexible learning
will begin on Monday 31 May.
As with other remote learning periods, our
school will provide on-site supervision for
students in the following categories:


Children where both parents and/or
carers are authorised workers who
cannot work from home, work for an
essential provider and where no other
supervision arrangements can be made:
o

Where there are two parents/carers,
both must be authorised workers,
working outside the home in order
for their children to be eligible for onsite provision

o

For single parents/ carers, the
authorised worker must be working
outside the home in order for their
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children to be eligible for on-site
provision.


Children experiencing vulnerability,
including:
o

children in out-of-home care

o

children deemed vulnerable by a

job. They all tried their best and we have eleven
runners going onto the Division Cross Country.
A special mention must go to Freddie M and Maddie
D who finished first and second respectively in their
age groups. Thank you to Mrs Robinson for her work
with the cross country students.

Under 10 Girls

government agency, funded family
or family violence service, and is
assessed as requiring education
and care outside the family home
o

children identified by a school or
early childhood service as
vulnerable, including via referral
from a government agency, or
funded family or family violence
service, homeless or youth justice

Under 10 Boys

service or mental health or other
health service.
If your child requires on-site supervision, please
follow the links below:
https://forms.gle/5CyU3UDZXdm2peeG6
On-site attendance
If your child does not have a device please follow the
link below:
https://forms.gle/FFBsgdTnmff9igHu5
ICT survey
The same arrangements apply to our Outside
School Hours Care service run by Camp Australia.
As always if you have any issues please contact the
school so we can help.

Throughout this challenging period you might
find the need to seek family support. The CEPS
website http://cheltenhameast.vic.edu.au/ has a
range of WELLBEING SUPPORT MATERIALS
for your viewing and to share with the
community. Please use the advice you find there
and keep in contact with the classroom teacher
via Classroom Dojo, to address how your child
is managing.

Cross Country Representatives
Our Cross Country team went over to Keysborough
Playing fields on Tuesday to compete against some
of the best runners in our District and did a fantastic

Under 10 Boys
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Under 11 Girls

Under 11 Boys

Under 12 Girls

Thought For the Week

Under 12 Boys
WAYNE BACH
Principal

PARENT CONTACT DETAILS
When you change your mobile, work
or home phone numbers, please
contact the office so we can update
our records.
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CEPS KIDS ARE FRIENDLY KIDS

This term we are working on

RESPECT

and next week we are looking at

Respecting Adults
There are many adults around our school and our homes who help us. It may be your teacher, the parents
working with you in the classroom, perhaps your next door neighbour. Sometimes we do not realise it, but these
people are always looking after us, making sure we are safe and happy. A great way to show these people that
we do appreciate their help and concern is by showing them respect. We can do this in lots of ways –





by saying please and thank you
by giving way
by offering to help
just by listening when they speak

Respecting adults is important. All of us would like people to respect us, and we certainly expect people to
respect the adults we know well, like our parents and grandparents. Respecting adults shows everyone that we
are friendly and appreciative children at Cheltenham East.
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Awards for displaying Respect

CEPS VALUES AMBASSADORS
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3/4’s Murrundindi Incursion
On Wednesday the 19th of May, the year 3/4s had an amazing Aboriginal
incursion. Murrundindi visited us and we learnt lots of interesting things.
We learnt that Aboriginals use a rock that was in lava a long time ago. They
put the rocks around the fire to heat them up. They then put the hot rocks in a
wooden bowl filled with water that are made from gum trees. The rocks heat
up the water.
Murrundindi told us a story about a boy who lifted the sky with a stick. He
lifted the sky up to where it is now but the stick got bent, so he threw it away.
It came back, so he called it a boomerang.
We also heard all about Bunjil the eagle. Last year in October, Murrundindi
had a heart attack. He thought he was going to die, then he saw Bunjil circling
over him. His wife started filming the eagle rather than helping! When
Murrundindi saw Bunjil, he knew he wasn’t going to die. He was taken to
hospital and he had an operation. He was fine thanks to Bunjil.
Murrundindi played the digeridoo for us. He said he had about 27 digeridoos
at home. The trick is to make a sound in your voice box, make your lips
vibrate and occasionally breathe through your nose.
We also learnt that the elder (leader) of a tribe wears a possum fur coat.
Everybody else in the tribe wears a kangaroo skin coat. They stitch their coats
together with sinew (a type of string from a kangaroo’s tail) and a kangaroo
tooth.
Some of us got to throw a boomerang! At the end, lots of people wanted to
learn more stories from the Dreamtime. I was one of them. What a great
incursion. Thank you to the teachers for organising it.
-Tom 3/4B

8

9

10

11

12

13

